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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Warner  Sallman 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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HONESTY 
INTEGRITY 
HUMILITY 
UNDERSTANDING 


FOUR  BASIC  CHARACTER  TRAITS 
POSSESSED  BY  AND  DEEPLY 
ROOTED  IN  THE  MAN 

ABRAHAM    LINCOLN 

jTor  many  years  I  was  familiar  with  a  quote  attributed  to  him  concern- 
ing the  BIBLE;  "/  aryi  now  profitably  engaged  in  reading  the  Bible." 
After  a  long,  diligent  search  for  the  origin  and  authenticity  of  this 
statement,  I  came  upon  the  published  facts  with  the  aid  of  the  librarian 
at  the  Chicago  Historical  Society.  In  a  book  entitled  THE  SOUL  OF 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  by  Wm.  E.  Barton  ( Doran,  1920),  we  came 
upon  this  episode. 

Joshua  F.  Speed,  a  long-time  friend  and  confidant  of  Lincoln,  one  who 
had  free  access  to  the  executive  mansion  at  any  time,  relates  the  follow- 
ing experience  in  one  of  his  lectures  on  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  happened 
during  the  summer  of  1864,  several  months  before  Lincoln  was  assis- 

sinated. 

*      *      * 

Quote:  As  I  entered  the  room,  near  night,  he  was  sitting  near 
a  window  intently  reading  the  Bible.  Approaching  him,  I  said, 
'I  am  glad  to  see  you  so  profitably  engaged! '  Yes,'  said  he,  "I  am 
profitably  engaged!'  'Well,'  said  I,  if  you  have  recovered  from 
your  skepticism,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not.'  Looking  me 
earnestly  in  the  face,  and  placing  his  hand  on  my  shoulder,  he 
said,  'You  are  wrong.  Speed;  take  all  of  this  Book  upon  reason 
that  you  can  and  the  balance  on  faith  and  you  will  live  and  die 
a  happier  man.' " 

This  incident  emphasizing  the  quality  of  LINCOLN'S  spiritual  life 
and  its  source  was  the  inspiration  of  my  portrait  of  one  called,  "THE 
GREATEST  AMERICAN." 


Warner  Sallman — 1960 
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